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agreeable images. He transports 
the reader into enchanted scenes, 
the View of which, to say the truth, 
little interests the lover in his hap- 
piest moments, but the description 
of which, still flatters the imagimu 
tion, when the passions are grati- 
fied. Inspired by bis subject, he 
tiath adorned his prose with that ani- 
mated, figurative, and poetic style, 
which the romance of Telemachus 
gave 'the first example of amongst 
us. We do not know why some 
censurers of the temple of Gnidus 
have said upon this occasion, that it 
bught to have been wrote in verse. 
The poetic style, if we Understand, 
as we ought by this word, a style 
ftill of warmth and images, does not 
stand in need of the uniform march 
and cadency of versification to b6 
agreeable: but if we only make this 
style to consist in a diction loaded 
With needless epithets, in the cold 
and: trivial descriptions of the wings 
and quiver of love, and of such ob- 
jects, versification will add nothing 
to the merit of these beaten orna- 
ments; in vain will we look for the 
life and spirit of it. However this 
be, the temple of Gnidus, being a 
sort of prose, it belongs to our cele- 
brated writers to determine the rank 
which it ought to hold : it. is worthy 
of such judges. 



We believe at least the descriptions 
in this work, may with success stand 
one of the principal tests of poetic 
descriptions, that of being represent- 
ed on canvass. But what we ought 
chiefly to observe in the temple of 
Gnidus, is that Anacreon himself 
is always the observer and the phi- 
losopher there. In the fourth canto, 
the author appears to describe the 
manners of the Cyberites, and it m^y 
easily be perceived that these are 
cur own manners. The preface es- 
pecially bears the mark of the author 
of the Persian Letters* When he re- 
presents the Temple of Gnidus as a 
translation from a Greek manuscript, 
a piece of wit which- has been so 
much disfigured since by bad imi- 
tators, he takes occasion to paint, 
by one stroke of his pen, the folly 
of critics, aud the pedantry of trans- 
lators. He concludes with these 
words, which deserve to be repeat- 
ed: — " If serious people require some 
other work ofmeof a less frivolous na- 
ture, I can easily satify them; t 
have been labouring thiity years at 
a work of twelve pages, which will 
contain all that we know of meta- 
physics, politics, and morality, and 
all that the greatest authors have for- 
got in the volumes which they have 
published on these sciences." 



REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



The following article from the fen of 
our countryman, D. B. Warden, has 
been obligingly transmitted to us. 
Contrary to our usual practice of not 
accepting the aidof gratuitous criticism, 
we give a place to it, to aid the. writ' 
er's, views of clearing the United States 
of North America, the land of his ar 
deptiin, from, atptmmt* which, it; has 



been fashionable both by French and 
British writers to throw on it, A- 
merica with all its imperfections* is a 
land' of liberty, and its government: is 
most fully actuated by a sympathy 
with popular opinioti. The, advocates 
of a strong government, whether ift 
France or Britain, do notrelishthe in- 
fluence of the people, and take # pica- 
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sure in decrying their manners and in- 
stitutions. In the latter part of the 
critique a short history is ghen of 
Louisiania. 

OBSERVATIONS ON ROBIN's TRAVELS 
IN LOUISIANA> &C. LATELY PUB- 
LISHED AT PARIS, THREE VOLS. 

8vo* 

WASHINGTON, 1811. 

O INCE the period when Louisiana 
^ was ceded to the United states, 
that country has particularly attracted 
our attention. The savage life of its 
indigenous inhabitants, its woods, de- 
serts, climates and natural productions, 
are interesting subjects of enquiry ; 
and, as they are but little known, or 
imperfectly described, we take up the 
report of a recent traveller with a lively 
curiosity to know its contents. This 
was heightened by the title page of Mr. 
Robin's work, as he not only propo- 
ses to take a view of the natural history 
of the country, but also to decide its 
limits, and to examine its civilization* 
its commercial advantages, and political 
importance. We expected to find, in 
three large octavos, much new and im- 
portant information on a variety of sub- 
jects, but our hopes have not been ful- 
ly realised. 

We had not read many pages, be- 
fore we saw the design of the work — 
to vilify, in aa insidious manner, the 
inhabitant* and governnient of the 
United States. The task is as dishon- 
ourable as it is vain. Within a few 
years past, it has been often undertaken 
by a succession of English travellers, 
and always without success. Facts 
are stubborn arguments, and, when 
known, will soon hasten to oblivion a 
publication, which contains within it- 
self striking proofs that it has been dic- 
tated by prejudice and interested mo- 
tives. A work, containing so many 
contradictions and false statements, 
would not merit criticism, did it not 
treat of a aew and very temotecountry, 



with which few Europeans have an ac- 
curate acquaintance. The American 
character is very different from that re. 
presented by Mr. Robin ; and we are 
convinced, that no man of good sensej 
after perusing his work, will cite him 
as an authority in discussing this sub- 
ject. By indulging in loose declama- 
tion and conjecture, unsupported by 
facts and experience, he putsthe reader 
on his guard. In every page, he be- 
trays the pencil of an enemy ; and the 
book itself thus furnishes an antidote 
which neutralises the poison it pro^ 
poses to diffuse j for the traveller, to 
be believed, must, at least, appear to 
be impartial. 

The first volume is wholly occupied 
with a description of Nantes, the port 
of his embarkation, of the islands of 
Martinico, Porto-rico, .St. Domingo, 
Cuba, and Jamaica* and contains a va- 
riety of information, more or less use- 
ful to the merchant or politician, which 
it is not our purpose to examine. We 
reserve our comments for certain pas- 
sages; contained in the other volumes, 
which interest us more. OuY feelings* 
concerning 'this work, are American t 
and we have no euriosity to examine, 
nor disposition to find fault with the 
observations of our author concerning 
islands we have never visited, and with 
which he, and others, are better ac- 
quainted than we* We s-hall only say, 
that the chapters on the culture and 
qualities of the tobacco and coffee, cul- 
tivated in those islands, appear to us 
curious and interesting. 

In the second volume (page 65) we 
find the following description of NeW 
Orleans :— 

" Many of the streets are impassible 
even for carriages. People on foot are o- 
bliged to walk on rude planks, inclined in 
different dltections, and great exertion is 
necessary to preserve the equilibrium of 
the body." 

(Page 66). " The names of the Streets 
are not known even to the inhabitants. 
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They are Inscribed in the archives of the 
town, and few are capable of reading them 
there; and yet to this miserable place, border* 
ed with mournful cypresses, daily crowded 
European Frenchmen, fugitives from St. 
Domingo, and English Americans, who 
rented stores and shops at eighty dollars per 
month." 

This is an exaggerated description 
of New Orleans, as it was under the 
Spanish government. If the author, 
as the title of his work informs us, vi- 
sited this town, so late as the year 
1806, and was not blind, he must have 
seen, that its streets have side walks of 
five or six feet in breadth, formed of 
sand, with a sufficient inclination to 
allow the water to run off on the side 
towards the street. Except during a 
violent rain, ladies walk there, even in 
winter, with white shoes and white 
stockings, which is difficult even in 
Paris. Neither planks nor ruts are 
tiuibte. Were ever the inhabitants of 
any village ignorant of the names of 
its streets ? This is impossible. To 
mark the uncommon ignorance of the 
inhabitants of New Orleans, they are 
said to be incapable of reading them in 
the only place where theyare written— 
the archives of the tow n. Insult was 
never pushed further than this, unless 
Mr. Robin means, that those archives 
were kept where they could not be 
seen. 

If this town were so dirty, miserable 
and gloomy, as it is here described* 
would such a number of individuals 
flock to it daily and rent shops at 
eighty dollars per month ? Its present 
population is 18,000, all or most of 
whom must be frantic or insane, to a- 
bandon eligible places of residence, or 
even the abode of poverty for the pur- 
pose of passing, the- remainder of their 
days in the ugliest and filthiest spot in 
the universe, occupied by the most 
stupid and barbarous of the human 
race. 

The following anecdotes and obser- 

uslfast mac;, no. xxxvi. 



vations are intended to vilify and ridi- 
cule the inhabitants of this town : 

Page 74. "the Hotel de Ville, Cat'ie- 
dral,and the churches of the hospital and 
religious Urseiines were built at the expense 
of a Spaniard, named Andrei Almonaster^ 
who was poor at his arrival in Louisiana. 
These edifices cost about two millions of 
francs, and he left a possession the most va- 
luable of the place.' 

Page 1 26. il All this fortune was gained 
by chicane." 

Page 74, " When the isleof St.Dauphine 
and Biloxcs formed the principal place, 
France sent two cargoes of girls of pleasure 
to people it, who were immediately pro- 
vided with husbands. A third cargo after- 
wards arrived to fecundate the rising town 
of New Orleans.'* 

Page 75. " The baker, taylor, and shoe- 
maker aredistinguished personages. Those 
employed in commerce, are rather simple 
brokers and commissioners, than merchants 
or proprietors of vessels. They gain about 
25 per cent, and have a credit ci three 
months." 

Page 77. " The innkeeper and grocer is 
generally a Catalonian, who, though indus- 
trious, i3 classed with negroes." 

Page 77. "The physician, without di- 
ploma or information, has a contempt of 
nature and of books. The libraries cf all 
the physicians would not be sufficient for 
an apothecary's apprentice. A physician of 
the university of Paris starves, while 
Charlatans ride in gigs and make fortunes. 
The quack medicine, called Umvetsal regent- 
ralair, was drank by all — by crowds of 
women in the streets, which would have 
made the most abandoned iibertineof Paris 
blush." 

Paris 95. " A great number of the wo- 
men are without shoes a part of the year." 

We are convinced that there is little 
or no truth in all these articles. An- 
dres Almonaster may have been cunning 
and corrupt : he may . have enriched 
himself by dishonest means- but all his 
fortune could not have been acquired 
by chicane. 

If three cargoes of strumpets were 
sent to procreate and people New Or- 
leans, would not the fact be notorious 
and recorded in history ? At no period 
has the French government, or French. 
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people, been inclined to transport a- 
broad women of this description | and 
to induce them to abandon their para- 
dise, the Palais Rbyak* would require 
something more than a small pecuni- 
ary reward. 

We see no propriety in the attempt 
to ridicule the tailor, baker, and shoe- 
maker. They are useful in every 
country, and, making proper allowance 
for the privilege and habits of a repub- 
lican government, the cobler is not more 
beyond his lust in America, than else- 
where. It is not true (we beg pardon 
of Mr. Robin) that the Catalonian 
innkeeper is classed with negroes, or 
treated as siich. 

With regard to the state of the me- 
dical art, we can readily believe that 
there is much room for criticism, but 
the above picture is not faithful. Two 
ladies from New Orleans have assured 
Us, that the Universal tLcgtnerateur 
was never drank in the streets by any 
wotfian of respectability. This, and 
other assertions of Mr. Robin, incline 
us to believe, that he did not seek the 
best company during his residence 
there. 

We could prove by many passages of 
this woik, that Mr. Robin'3 Observa- 
tions, concerning this countty, are in 
direct opposition to each other. We 
cite the following, which give no mean 
idea of its advantages :— • 

Page 81. "A tailor in tfco or three 
years, made five or six thousand dollars." 

Page 82. "A fugitive. carpenter, from 
St. Domingo, without a j««,in three or four 
years, was proprietor of a fine house, 
worth from thirty to forty thousand francs, 
independently of the funds of the establish- 
ment—another carpenter became sheriff.'* 

To love the country of our choice 
or of our bh\h is natural, but to en- 
deavour to raise its importance by dis- 
paraging others, with the most evil in- 
tention, is, to say the least of it, illibe- 
ral. We cannot but smile at the fol- 
lowing account J— * 



" The French and Spaniards were silent, 
and drowned in tears at the ceremony of 
the cession of Louisiana. Even the Ameri- 
can flag appeared confused when it was 
about to occupy the place of the French." 

The appearance of cannon in the 
public square created some alarm, but 
it lasted only for a moment. The sud- 
den introduction of strangers, of trade 
and of various improvements, soon 
gladdened every heart. This our au- 
thor himself acknowledges by the re- 
cital of various facts—- 

"In revisiting New Orleans, I witnessed 
a Wonderful improvement ; shops had mul- 
tiplied, and the town had assumed a clean 
appearance." 

" lender the Spanish regime there was a 
multitude of custom-house officers employ- 
ed to prevent the introduction of contra- 
band goods, in which they did not succeed. 
The management of this is at present con- 
fided to six persons, and the practice of con- 
traband has ceased." 

1 vol. p. 253. " The German is 
selfish i the Irishman still more." The 
Irish nation has been accused of many 
vices, and more particularly of prodi- 
gality; but we do not recollect that 
she has before been accused of selfish- 
ness. Mr. Robin speaks warmly of 
the hospitality and friendship he ex- 
perienced at Point Coupei , from a Mr, 
Mac Carty. Unfortunately for his 
purpose the name proves that this ge. 
nerous farmer is either a native of Ire- 
land, or of Irish descent, and though 
it is somewhat disguised by writing it 
thus, Aiaccarte~—Sn Irishman can never 
fail to recognise it. We notice this to 
show his prejudice. 

The observations of Mr. Robin ar» 
often Unfaithful ; his judgments partial: 
and yet, in his preface, he professes to 
seel truth which he justly considers as 
the source of happiness. Before he set 
his foot in that country all his opinions 
concerning it must have been already 
tormei. 

2 vol. page 384. << He ridicules an 
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American officer of 25 or 27 years of 
age, who came with 20 soldiers, to 
take possession of the Ouachita post. 

3 vol. p. 345. " I saw him in a hideous 
fort, distributing justice in the midst of the 
sound of violins, and the thick fumes of 
taffia : he broke in the evening the judg- 
ments of the morning. A woman complain- 
ed to him of her husband : he was chained 
and thrown into prison without being 
heard." »' The American commanders of 
Louisiana are young,ignorantand drunken, 
they know not a word ot the French lan- 
guage, and treat with contempt the French 
and Spanish military officers and chiefs." 

The young officer above alluded to, 
js Lieutenant Bower, who offered the 
" hospitality of his dwelling, with all 
the service* in his pinker" to Messrs. 
X)unbar, Hunter and their party, who 
in J 801 explored the country on the 
Washita river 

Mr. Robin has forgotten, or has ne- 
ver read the constitution of the United 
States, which does not allow the right 
nor the exercise of the authority above 
described. The military law is un- 
known, except among the Militia or 
regular troops, and no military officer 
can, in any respect, interfere with the 
administration of civil justice. Our 
author might have been better inform- 
ed, for he tel^s us, that he was employ? 
ed to write a memoir in favour qt the 
continuance of the French language in 
Louisiana*, and it appears that he was 
a member of the first grand jury at 
Ata]$apas, 

Vol. 2. p. 431 ■ fie says that a code 
of laws, written in English, was pre- 
sented in English for their discussion, 
which contained penalties against theft, 
sodomy, and bestiality, against biting 
pr cutting off the ears, pulling ovt the 
tongue, or gpuging the eye, cutting pr 
disfiguring the lips, limbs, pr members, 
or mutilating the figure — a code oi 
man-eaters, consisting of more than 
fifty articles, which made him shudder. 
He framed a resolution, which was 



unanimously adopted, stating, that the 
penal Jaws of the United States, being 
in the English language, were utterly 
unknown to them. 

We presume that this was a copy of 
the old blue laws of Connecticut, which 
some wag had transmitted to him for 
his amusement. It is needless to ob- 
serve, that the laws of the U n - te( i 
States contain nothing similar, 

3. vol. p. 118. Mr, Robin describes 
a region, between Louisiana and Mexi- 
cp, of 250 leagues in breadth, stretch- 
ing from east to west, and from south 
to north, /. e. from the sea penetrating 
inwardly many thousand leagues, and 
may extend even under the polar 
circle. 

" Its breadth is intersected by twenty na» 
vigable rivers, parallel to each other, and 
lit for the navigation of the largest vessels. 
The meadows are rich ; the woods luxuri- 
ant, and full of flocks of wild cows and 
horses. This country is greedily coveted 
by the Americans, who often carry off the 
horses, which will enable them to have a 
Cavalry to make its conquest, and after- 
wards that of Mexico^ and to the lot of 
Mexico is attached the destiny of both 
hemispheres. The fate of the latter in- 
volves that qf Peru. The rout from the 
Pacific ocean to the East Indies would be 
shorter by many thousand leagues." 

Means are here proposed to prevent 
the great convulsion — and our politi- 
cian supposes, that the United States in 
a warlike attitude, would be lost. 

*' Where a workman can gain a dollar 
per day, an army of warriors cannot be 
found. Where would a government so 
poor find money to pay them ? None 
would engage but the dregs of the people, 
on whose forehead is stamped the igno- 
miny that covers them. If the militia 
had to march to Louisiana, 12 or 1,500 
leagues, the time of their service would be 
expired before they could arrive at their 
destination. Of 600 who arrived at Louisi- 
ana, called by the French paper soldiers, on 
account of their livid face, only 200 out- 
lived the year. * During war it would bo 
another thing." 
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The above mentioned country, 
which lies to the South of the Red 
River, in the province of Texas, from 
Nacodoches towards St. Antonio, ap 
peare from all accounts, to be really a 
kind of paradise. Doctor Dunbar has 
furnished some recent information con- 
cerning it, derived from a Mr. Lefevre, 
whose camp he visited at the Arkansas. 
The soil is ' so luxuriant that it re? 
quires little or no cultivation, and is 
enamelled with the most beautiful 
flowers and fragrant shrubs. The plain 
is intersected by rivers, the waters of 
which have a delightful coolness ; re- 
freshing dews supply the place of rain, 
and the beauties and enjoyments of the 
place inspire the soul with the most de- 
lightful emotions." If all this be 
true, we need not wonder at Mr, 
Robin's alarms — who would not wish 
to inhabit such a spot ? These paper 
soldiers, or men similar to them, sup- 
ported the fatigues and privations of a 
seven years war, humbled the pride of 
Britain, and established the indepen- 
dence of their country, nor have they 
degenerated. Those who accompanied 
the expeditions of Captains Lewis 
and Clark, travelled across the Louisi- 
ana country to the Pacific Ocean and, 
with the exception of one individual, 
returned to New Orleans, in perfect 
health 

8 vol. 127 page. 

" The American, amidst his thick forests 
and rigorous winters, is pale, weak and in- 
active, living on watery productions, bad 
bread, and salt meat, tough and stinking. 
The badness of their blood is visible in the 
paleness of their gums. In their agricultu- 
ral labours, they rather devastate than fer- 
tilize the earth. They work and leave it 
sterile, to render other spots also sterile. 

" How unlike the vigorous and robust 
Frenchmen, who braves the heat and the 
cold; who lives on barley bread, drinks 
water, and wears sabots, (wooden shoes) 
who cultivates the steepest and most barren 
mountains. This is the man fitted for this 
country, (Louisiana). 

The great quantity of animal food 



which the Americans consume, and 
the abundance of provisions of every 
kind, which they possess, have often 
been noticed by Europeans who have 
travelled among them. This is the 
reason why so many are uncommonly 
strong and vigorous. We have never 
been struck with the paleness of their 
gums, and Mr. Robin may have had 
the jaundice when he made this obser- 
vation. We have often smiled at the 
English prejudice, which supposes that 
all Frenchmen are of small stature, 
puny and weak, but we are convinced 
that they are not more vigorous and ro- 
bust than the inhabitants of the United 
States ; from habit and difference of 
c|imate, thpy are certainly less capable 
of converging a wilderness into smiling 
and fertile fields. But the Frenchman, 
with his barley bread, his water and 
sabots — how can he be superior ? Our 
author, in the same breath, condemns 
the use of watery productions, and 
certaiply what. iS nourishing for a 
Frenchman is not less so to an inhabitant 
of the United States. Our author 
seems to have forgottcp, t]lat in p. 76, 
he says, that the consumption of beef 
in Louisiania is so great, that the 
people merit the distinctive epithet of 
carnirorous. 

In this cpuntry the Frenchman al- 
most always prefers commerce, and the 
chase to agricultural pursuits. If he 
embark in the latter, he seldom suc- 
ceeds, for they are attended with pa- 
tient toil and difficulties to which he is 
almost a stranger. It is evident, from 
what our author says concerning this 
art, that none of his hours were passed 
among farmers. Indeed we ha e been 
sometimes tempted to believe, from the 
strangeness of his assertions, that be 
never visited that country ; perhaps he 
did not speak nor understand English, 
travelled on the great roads, and visited 
taverns only, with preconceived opini- 
ons, to be corroborated by facts, which 
he never failed to find. 
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The testimony of Senator Volneyv 
who, in his view of the United States, 
discovers no partiality for their inhabi- 
tants, will sufficiently refute what Mr. 
Robin has advanced. In speaking of 
the people who lived at Post Vincen- 
nes, on the Wabash river, whom he 
saw assembled on a certain public oc- 
casion, he observes, " thathe was struck 
to see the two races of men totally 
different in visage and in form; the 
one having fair or light brown hair, a 
lively complexion, a full figure ; a body 
which announced health and comfort ; 
the other a meagre visage, a pale and 
tanned skin, and the whole body as if 
extenuated by fasting, without men- 
tioning the dress which indicated pover, 
ty ; 1 soon knew that the last were 
French, and the other American colo- 
nists. 

See p. 396, 2 vol. 

We select another passage from the 
same work, concerning the pursuits of 
each. 

" The American naturally cold and phleg- 
matic, calculates with a cool head plans of 
fanning. Without vivacity, but wit; out 
relaxation, he occupies himself with every 
thing that tend9 to its formation, or im- 
provement. If he becomes idle, it is not 
before he acquires what he projected, and 
which he considers as necessary pr suffici- 
ent." 

" The Frenchman, on the contrary, with 
his petulant and restless activity, undertakes 
a project from passion or from infatuation, 
of which he has never calculated the ex- 
penses and obstacles, and after having com- 
menced, destroyed, corrected and changed, 
after having tormented his mind with de- 
sires and fears, he finishes with disgust and 
abandons all." 

3 Vol. page 247. 

His charges against V- e executive 
government of the United States are 
singular indeed. 

" To the commandants have succeeded 
judges as drunken, and perhaps more ras- 
cally than they, surrounded by attornies 



and lawyers, which like a crowd of grass- 
hoppers ravage the colony." 

" The Congress, notwithstanding the 
treaty, from a hatred of the French, divid- 
ed this country into Upper and Lower 
Louisiana." 

" A legislative body, which ought to be 
named a Legislative commission, was or- 
ganized which issued the most singular 
code of laws. They adopted the English 
code in a mass ; of which they know not 
even the title, and, from thesameignorance, 
they forget to say when, and how they 
had execution." 

Page 249. 

"They have divided the colony into 12 
counties, some of whichhave 100 leagues of 
extent, and others not more than 15. In 
spme the population is ten times greater 
than in others, The Legislators neither 
considered territory, nor population. ^ It 
appears that their object in this political 
division was to deliver the unfortunate in- 
habitants to the rapacity of lawyers ; and in 
this they have but too well succeeded. 
Each county has its first judge, justice of the 
peace, constable, clerk, lawyer, attorney, 
all of whom have their emoluments and 
rights, and particularly salaries. Under 
the mild Spanish regimen, a single comman- 
dant administered justice in his canton." 

" The American government rents Louisi- 
ana as a farm, and the taxes imposed arenei- 
ther measured by justice, nor by locality. She 
seems to fear that this powerful colony 
will every moment escape from her hands." 

"There is a hatred of every thing French. 
At the/fc of the independence of the Unit- 
ed Slates, celebrated in the midst of a colony 
of Frenchmen, not a word was said of the 
taking of York-town, by which the French 
decided the independence of America." 

" In the proclamation for voting at pub- 
lic assemblies, not a word is said of the 
French being citizens of the United states, 
who were in Louisiana at the epoch of the 
cession." 

" For all places, the Americans have 
the odious preference. They are so nu- 
merous in the legislative body, that tfce 
others are mere maxniiias' (automatons). 
What betrays the hateful passions of the 
American is, the form of oath proposed 
for the Louisinians, to be faithful to the 
Constitution of the United States — To re- 
nounce the Emperor of the French and King 
of England — an oath immoral, impolitic, 
and hateful. What ! you make it my duty to 
be ungrateful to my country!" 
(3 vol. 347.} 
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We have often thought that a nar- 
rative of all the lies, errors and false 
judgments of travellers in the United 
States, would be a curious, if not an 
useful work; and if we were seriously 
to refute those of which Robin is the 
author, it would swell it to a large 
size. 

Neyer have we seen so many proofs 
of ignorance, which must be voluntary j 
for,- in the course of two years residence, 
with a very common capacity and 
attention, he might have acquired some 
correct information. He always ge- 
neralizes, takes exceptions for laws, and 
supposes that nothing is good, which is 
not the growth of his own country. 
His account of the proceedings of the 
legislative body of Louisiana does not 
merit refutation, as it cannot be true. 
If the French were as Mannikins, who 
sat there, as is stated, perhaps there was 
another cause for this than is here as- 
signed. The talent of Americans for 
legislation is well known. He sup- 
poses that a single commandant is bet- 
ter than all the judges, justices, clerks, 
lawyers, constables and attornies, 
which now supplant him. We beg 
leave to differ from him in opinion 
For the decision of all disputes and 
controversies we prefer the trial by 
jury. We can assure Mr. Robin, that 
the American government has no fear 
o^ being abandoned by her adopted 
child (Louisiana). JDid he examine 
the taxes, he would find himself in er- 
ror. They are small indeed, when 
compared with those of other countries, 
or with the price of the productions of 
the soil. Near New Orleans the lands 
are cultivated with greater ease and fa- 
cility than in Jamaica, or any other of 
the West India islands, and their ferti- 
lity is so great, that forty negroes can 
cultivate and cure sugar cane, and pre- 
pare annually for market, sugar and 
molasses, to the amount of near 20,000 
dollars. 

Mr. Robin considered it immoral, 



hateful, and impolitic, to swear allegi- 
ance to the country of our choice. 
3 vol. p. 141. 

The following is the substance of 
the memoirs on the limits of Lousiania : 
In 1540, Mocoso, like Soto, travelled 
ever immense regions from the bay of 
St. Esprit to the confines of Mexico, 
near the Rio Bravo, or Great River, 
which he called Florida. On the 
maps of European nations, on those of 
Dampier and of Spain, these regions, 
for two centuries, have been designated 
under the name of Florida. 

In 1564, Reni Delaudonniere, a 
Frenchman, landed at Pensacola, at the 
mouth of the river, knofrn by the name 
of Governader , who was treated as a 
brigand, and the soldiers he left were 
executed. 

Delasalle, considered as the disco- 
verer of Louisiana, was sent, in 1685, 
to find the mouth of the Mississippi." 
He landed, from ignorance of his situa- 
ation, at the bay of St. Bernard, from 
which he penetrated into the country, 
but had no authority to take possession 
of it. 

Saint Denis, seeking commercial re- 
lations with Mexico, in 1713 and 1716, 
traversed these immense regions. This, 
indulgence was granted by the vice-roy 
of Mexico, who could not alienate pus- 
sessions without the authority of hia 
sovereign. 

The possession of Upper Louisiana, 
in 1675, by father Hennipin, was 
claimed a century before, by Soto. 
The jurisdiction of the Spaniards ex- 
tended over all the Floridas. 

The Canadians, in 1 680, following 
the course of the Mississippi, opened 
a new route from Canada to the Gulph 
of Mexico. France was ignorant that 
these regions were included in the Flo. 
ridas ; and perhaps Spain herself was 
deceived by the different names of pre- 
tended discoverers. 

Louis the 14th left to Spain the whole 
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of the Floridas, except some stipulated 
portions. _ 

In 1763» Louisiana was ceded to 
Spain, who considered this colony as a 
dismemberment of the Floridas. To 
the west is the country of Texas, which, 
in 1716, Spain made a particular pro- 
vuve. 

At the distance of some leagues from 
Natchitoches, beyond and near the 
Adayes, is a stream called Grand Routs- 
seau, which was considered by Spain 
as the western limit of Louisiana. 

France claimed those places only 
which were established by St. Denis, 
and occupied by the French. 

AU the establishments by the French 
till 17615, acknowledged as su h bv the 
Spaniards, belong to French Louisiana 
■ all the rest is Spanish. 

The Opelousas and Atakapas were 
established under the auspices of the 
Spanish government ; even La Foutche 
was occupied after 1763, the time of 
the cession. 

From the Red River to the sea, the 
French (brmed no establishment. The 
post of Arkansas belongs to French 
Louisiana ; but the countries beyond it 
are Spanish. 

During two centuries Spain has been 
mistress of the sources of the Mis. 
souri. The possession of its mouth 
tan give no right to its source. The 
same reasoning applies to those parts 
east of the Mississippi, which have not 
been abandoned by treaty. 

1. Spain owned all regions from St. 
Esprit to the Rio Bravo. If dismem- 
berments have been made, they ought 
to be proven by title. 

2 Louisiana is bounded to the west 
by the Mississippi. 

3. Thelandsintheisleof LaFourche 
belong to the dominion of Spain— on 
the Red River the limits go to Natchj- 
toches, to the great stream of Adayes 
•^-Returning to the Mississippi to as- 
cend,, the west bank of this river is the 
limit, to the river Arkansas, where 



they advance a little out at the entrance 
of the river. 

Thus Mr. Robin has reduced the 
immense country of Louisiana to a 
small strip of land, whose limits he has 
not accurately defined. His arguments 
are mere assertions unsupported by 
proof. How singular it is, that he 
should have been selected by the Mar- 
quis of Caza, Calvo & Don Andre, to 
write, where there were no books, on 
a subject concerning which no docu- 
ment remain*, as, according to his own 
account, all papers relating to the li- 
mits of Louisiana were burned at new 
Orleans. 

2 vol. p. 156. When our author 
was employed in writing the above 
memoir, he must have forgotten the 
picture he gives of the colyny in the 
second volume of his work, where he 
acknowledges that the French Cana- 
dians had traversed it in every direction, 
and formed numberless establishments 
and treaties with the savage tribes. 

From the great lakes, which nourish 
the river St. Laurence, they saw rivers 
which flowed towards the South, the 
course of which conducted them to the 
Mississippi, Whilst they navigated 
the Ohio, and became acquainted with 
its adjacent countries, they extended 
their voyage to the Illionis and Mis- 
souri rivers. A great number of them 
Settled in the Illionis country. Some 
established themselves ttn the river St. 
Francois, and many on that of the Ar- 
kansas. Some afterwards arrived at 
the Red river, and ascending towards 
the west, near the mountains bordering 
on new Mexico, remained there and 
formed alliances with the savage tribes. 
They afterwards discovered the Mano- 
hac, which traverses the lake Maurtpat 
and Ponckartrain, to a branch of which 
they gave the name oflbberville. Arriv- 
ing at the sea they discovered the riv- 
er Pascagoulas, afterwards that of Mo- 
bile, ascended both and settled at the 
isle Dauphine, which served as an en- 
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irepot, in exchanging furs for colonial 
productions. 

We see then that these enterprising 
Canadians, formed an immense chain 
of communication, of which the Till— 
onis was the. central point, from Mon- 
treal to the Mobile, a distance of more 
than 1 800 leagues. 

Page 173. 

Law had a grant of lands of four 
square leagues, on the river Arkansas; 
it the distance of 250 leagues from the 
projected town. 

Le Blanc, minister at war, had a 
grant of lands on the Yazoo river. The 
Mareshal Belle Isle, had one near the 
batches, on tern blanche. Paris da 
VernauhsA an establishment at Baya- 
gotilas, and Paris Marniontel had one 
jn the IHronis country. 

The Natchitoches fort on the Red 
river was established by St. Denis, 
who opened a route td Mexico, and in- 
duced some Spaniardsto establish them- 
selves at the Assanais,50 leagues from 
Natochitches. 

The ports of St. Louis, of Illionis, of 
Rosalie, of Arkansas, Natchitoches and 
Mobile were constructed before 1730, 
and during the time when Louisiana 
belonged to the company of the west. 

Of the discoveries of the French, 
and their settlements in various parts of 
this country, we have uumberless and 
uncontested proofs. 

Captain Pittman, who resided there 
33 Engineer during five years, in his 
report to the Secretary of State, in 
England, publishedin 1 770, concerning 
the present state of European Settle- 
ments on the Mississippi, says, " that 
there was formerly a F ench post and 
settlement on the river Yaloos, which 
falls into the Mississippi 60 leagues 
from the Arkansas; that near 70 leagues 
up the Red river there is a French post 
of 50 men, at 20 miles distance from 
the post of ' Adaies, which is a frontier 
en the Spanish settlements.'' 



Page 36. 

Pelousas was established by D'Ab« 
badie, in 1763, and governed by a 
French biScer named Peslin, till 
1767. 

Page 37. 

In 1730, De Salvert arrived at 
Natches with 500 troops to assist the 
French established there against the at. 
tacks of the savages. 

Page 49. 

St. Louis was established in 1764, 
by a company of French merchants, 
who received aft exclusive grant from 
Abbadie. 

Page 33; 

The settlements at Point Coupes 
commence about 10 leagues from the 
Iberville, «hd extend about 20 miles 
west on the Mississippi. 

The count Vergennes, minister of 
foreign affairs to Louis the 16th, in his 
memoir on Louisiana; says, that Loui- 
siana extends from North to South 
from the sources of the Mississippi to 
the Gulph of Mexico---that it em- 
braces to the North all lands and rivers 
to the west of the bay of Noquets, and 
of lake Michigan; all the Illionis coun- 
try, all the course of the Louabar and 
Ohio, from its mouth in the Mississippi^ 
to its great fall, and to*50 leagues be- 
low the river La Roche. To the south 
west, i. e. below the Ohio, from itsf 
great fall on the river Charban, it com- 
prehends all the lands and rivers be- 
tween theApalachian mountain , Span- 
ish Florida and the Mississippi, to the 
mouth of this river in the Gulph of 
Mexico. 

Dupratz, in his Map of Louisiana', 
fixes the western boundary at the Rio 
Bravo. 

Some of the best Geographers con- 
sider the Rio Terdido as the eastern 
boundary. 

From the time of the discovery of 
La Salle, Louisiana has been supposed 
to include all countries on both sides of 
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the Mississippi not actually occupied 
by the Spaniards. This is the opinion 
of the celebrated Geographer Pinker- 
ton. who has paid much attention to 
this subject. 

On the formation of mountains, and 
origin of Volcanoes, we supposed that 
imagination, reason, and arthad exhaust- 
ed all their powers, and that it was im- 
possible to advance any thing new. 
We have mistaken. The theory of 
Mr. Robin is new, and so obviously 
his own that we are convinced no one 
will claim the priority uf invention 

l 2 Vol. p. 4-90 

" Do we not perceive by what admirable 
art nature creates elevated grounds, and 
mountains, which she destroys elsewhere ; 
and whilst she makes some of unalterable 
granite, she raises others of nlud, rotten 
trunks and insignificant plants to which one 
day or other she will give the same hard- 
ness, whosfc summits may rise even higher 
than the former and pierce the clouds, by 
the deposite ot lakes and vegetables wliich 
will carry them their tribute." 

Page 497 — note. 

"My opinion is, that the vegetables 
create, combine, and decompose metals by 
processes which our rude instruments can- 
not effect — that these metals augment or 
diminish according to the wants of vegeta- 
tion, for which they are made — that the 
immense depot of vegetables on the borders 
of the sea, and at the confluence of rivers, 
kindle and feed volcanoes." 

Our opinion is, that if this latter 
theory be true, the people of New Or- 
leans ought to abandon that city, and 
fly to the mountains ; for no river 
carries with it and deposits more of 
vegetable remains than the Mississippi. 
We presume however, that they are too 
dull to comprehend this wonderful pro- 
cess of nature, and that they will re- 
main where their fathers lived and died, 
without fearing or witnessing a volcanic 
eruption. 

Mr; Robin is an amateur of botany. 
The taste does him honour ; but his 
pretensions in this science take from 
him a large portion of this merit. Of 
this we find many proofs. We shall 
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only cite one. In the neighbourhood 
of the marshes of Pensacola, he finds a 
plant of which he gives a long des- 
cription. According to his account, 
the flower has no parts of fructifica- 
tion, although its onfofmation is singu- 
lar — he enters into metaphysical reason- 
ings concerning it, and his heated ima- 
gination gives birth to sublime strokes 
of eloquence concerning the wisdom 
of the plan of nature. This plant* 
however, is well known. Bartrarrij 
more than 30 years ago, found it in 
the same place, and in the same situa- 
tions ; and ascertained that it is a spe- 
cies of Sarracenia ( Sarracenia Lactlnos ) 
and the flower which so occupied the 
genius of Mr. Robin, is nothing else 
than the leaf constructed like ail the 
leaves of all the species of Sarracenia. 

To forma judgment of the botani- 
cal knowledge of Mr. Robin, it is par- 
ticularly his Fh-ra Louisiana we must 
examine. After a long preface, 
iii which, among other things, he 
tells us ' that to the diversity of vege- 
tables is probably owing the configuration 
of salts anil metals,'' and that the meta- 
physician, legislator, geometer, cultiva- 
tors of nature, of science, and in short, 
man, cannot derive ideas more certain, 
more sublime, more favourable to soci- 
ability than from plants," he enters in- 
to a detail of those of Louisiana ac- 
cording to the system of Jussieu. Let 
us examine how he has accomplished 
this task. 

In the system of that great Botanist, 
there are three great divisions, accord- 
ing to the number or absence of 
cotylidons; 1 5 classes and 100 fami. 
lies; The discovery of natural rela- 
tions having necessarily abolished the 
use of every exclusive character, and 
even given a value to those derived 
from the form, Mr. D. Jussieu was 
obliged to giv • to each of those divi- 
sions a detailed (description rather than 
a characteristic mark. Therefore all 
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these 118 descriptions are introduced, 
word for word, into this Flora, which 
forms more than one third of the vo- 
lume, and they are placed there, 
whether or not Louisiana affords an 
example. That we may not be ac- 
cused of exaggeration, in 11 of these 
families, viz. The Muite, Ptumbagi. 
mu, GaUtpta, Melid, Menisperntd, 
Hutac*, Semperviva, Sexifrags Gash, 
Ficotdx Melastomie,t\\c author gives no 
description whatever of the family, and 
he concludes by telling Us, that he found 
none of them in Louisiana. What is 
Singular is, that at the conclusion of 
the description of the family of Malpig- 
hia, he assures us that some plants ap» 
peared to him to be ot this family, of 
which he bad not seen the dowers ; 
hut every botanist know*, that the form 
of the Malpighia is not exclusive in this 
family. 

This defect Is fl6t the Only one. If 
the smalt number of plants of which 
he speaks could be recognized, we 
ought "to feel obliged to him. but this 
does not happen often, and his des- 
criptions prdve that he has not examin- 
ed with caiie^-for example, he describes 
clearly a species of Nelumbo, when he 
describes his new genus of Napeieone, 
a dolicfies vac that of Josephin*-— « cro- 



ton in his Atakapaca, which he places 
in the family of ott'tet, notwithstanding 
what he says places it necessarily in 
that of the Euphoria. 

We might give many examples of 
this kind, but we are inclined to be- 
lieve, that it is not the knowledge of 
plants of this fine country, so rich in 
vegetables, that he Would present in 
his Flora, but merely to show his 
anxious desire that some skilful bota- 
nist would undertake this task. The 
manner in which he expresses himself, 
in many passages, persuades us, that 
such was his laudable design, for other- 
wise how can we suppose, that a man 
of sense, after having occupied a pagg 
with the genus muco can finish by tell* 
ing us, that Louisiana must be very 
rich in species of this genus, without 
mentioning a single one ; and he gets 
rid of two families of Algtt and Hepa- 
tyquts by assuring us that they oiler 
a great fecundity and variety in their 1 
species, without saying a word of,any*. 
The same negligence is displayed in so 
many parts of this work, that we be- 
lieve the object of the author was 
what we have supposed, and we must 
acknowledge, that he has perfectly 
succeeded. 
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A M'orjitnN joss's. 

MR. B ..lately an inhabitant 
of a neighbouring town, ac- 
companied by four rneny as assistants 
in the management of his boat, set 
Sail one ds-y to fistt. During the 
voyage, the boat turning suddenly, 
remained fixed in a position, con- 
trary 10 her former course. In vain 
did her crew urge her to a ckange*— 
in whatever direction they forced 
lieii in a short time ,she constantly 



resumed the old station, tn this 
dilemma,- they concluded that no- 
thing but prayers could avail, to 
prayers tbey all went. Conscience 
struck, perhaps, for some misdeed — » 
one of the crew was seen to address 
himself with more than- common 
ferveriey j and as sapersthioti is ever 
ready to adopt a cruel expedient, 
when seeking relief from either real 
or imaginary woes, it was imme- 
diately concluded, that this maa'* 



